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CALL FOR PAPER
KITONG-KIASS INTERNATIONAL 3RRR SYMPOSIUM 2023
The significance of Restitution in Africa and for the Diaspora using

the example of the Benin Bronzes

15, 16'™, and 17th of November 2023 in Vienna/Osterreich
Conception and Organisation: AFRIEUROTEXT and fresh Magazine in cooperation with the Weltmuseum Wien

This second edition of the KITONG-KIASS International 3RRR SYMPOSIUM is dedicated to
the importance of restitution for the African continent as well as for the African Diaspora, using
the Benin Bronzes as an example. Phil Otaniyen Omodamwen, a 6th generation Benin bronze
caster from Benin City, Nigeria, will be the guest of honour. He was born in Benin City into the
Omodamwen’s family which belongs to the Benin bronze guild since 1504 AD and proudly keeps
alive over 500 years heritage of bronze casting.

Numerous other speakers and players from the African Diaspora in Austria, as well as from the

Austrian and international civil society, will shape this high-profile event.
The aim is to foster and strengthen the necessity of an inclusive and differentiated dialogue be-
tween Austrian Federal Museums, governmental institutions, and the African Diaspora in Austria,
to work towards a sustainable and inclusive collaboration with African Diasporas in Austria, to
tackle the complexity of the Restitution Issue and shape the present and the future together.

‘KITONG-KIASS’ is an expression from the Yangben language, which is a variant of the Yam-
bassa language group in Cameroon. Kitong means heritage or memory, while Kiass means ‘our’.
Therefore, ‘KITONG-KIASS’ translates to ‘Our heritage, our memory’. It is about sharing, heal-
ing, including, a new ethic of memory.

The 3RRR (Restitution — Rehabilitation — Reconciliation) constitute a compilation of

aspects of the past, present and future of our world, the history of colonial violence, oppression,
economic exploitation, racial segregation etc. The African continent and Africans were and are
still the terrain par excellence, where subjects and objects had made and are making the experience
of trauma, the trauma of colonial exploitation and exclusion. And the scars and aftermaths of those
traumatic experiences are still alive in our present and are even threatening to still be haunting the
future of people of African descent locally and globally.

The restitution issue is in fact a framework, a chance for a differentiated dialogue between Af-
rica and Europe, based on mutual respect. (See Achille Mbembe). Cultural artifacts from African
countries kept in European museum institutions are a dimension of the cultural DNA of African
Societies. The time has come to deal intrinsically with some of those artifacts. Everybody is speak-
ing of Benin’s Bronzes. But what is it at all? What is the technology, technic, and cosmogony
behind it? What is its historical horizon? Where is the intersection and difference between old and
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new Benin’s Bronzes Art? What is the significance of those artifacts in Africa and for the African
Diaspora? This would also be the occasion to analyse other artefacts, that are less known.

Proposal of contributions or papers from various fields are solicited: cultural, social, and natural
sciences (African Arts and Literatures, Anthropology, Political Sciences, Geography, History, So-
ciology, Biology, Architecture, Mathematics, Arts and Law, street/town/village arts etc.). Multi-
farious activities, debates, panel discussions, exhibitions, film projections and workshops from
different social, cultural, and political fields are welcome in order to inspire and initiate the shaping
of a new relationship between the Austrian government, the Austrians Federal Museums, the Af-
rican continent and the African diaspora in Austria. Your contributions should touch and address
the core issues of the symposium mentioned here in order to be selected. For selected contributions
there is an honorarium as an expense allowance rewarded at the end of the symposium. For sym-
posium participants who arrive from abroad, travel expenses will be reimbursed, and accommo-
dation costs will be covered.

Conception and Organisation: AFRIEUROTEXT and fresh Magazine in cooperation with the
Weltmuseum Wien

AFRIEUROTEXT Austria is a non-profit Cultural Association and Educational Library based in
Vienna/Austria and specialized in Africa related issues, with a branch in Africa, exactly in Yaounde, the
capital city of Cameroon. AFRIEUROTEXT’s Mission could be summarized to the following points:
Participation in educational policy — sustainable broadening of knowledge and horizons — promotion of
differentiated thinking and action — intercultural exchange of experience and knowledge — contribution
to peaceful intercultural togetherness — focus on the non-monolithic dimensions of cultures — promotion
of a culture of mutual respect — focus on global and local asymmetries. AFRIEUROTEXT fosters peace
through critical contrapuntal and productive dialogue based on texts, in order to achieve the above
defined mission. The word ‘TEXT’ must be understood here in its broader definition as a metaphor for all
human productions in the fields of art, literature, sciences, politics, etc. AFRIEUROTEXT also places
emphasis on discussing questions of global and local asymmetries, global and local cultural differences
and interdependencies. The term AFRIEUROTEXT paradigmatically stands for the special focus on the
unifying, the common and the non-monolithic dimensions of cultures, a focus on the textual or
contrapuntal third spaces of cultural exchanges.

https.//www.afrieurotext.at https.//afrieurotextshop.at

AFRIEUROTEXT Cameroon, the Africa based branch of AFRIEUROTEXT is specialized in vocational training
and in the creation of sustainable jobs for young women and men from poor social layers and thus
contributes to a sustainable amelioration of their living conditions. Its vocational bakery school started in
July 2021. Young women are trained and employed at the sale points of the vocational bakery school.
https://kilet-kiass.afrieurotext.at/de

fresh, Black Austrian Lifestyle Magazine - www.blackaustria.info - is the partner of AFRIEUROTEXT in
the implementation and concretization of the 3RRR-Projekt and its international symposium on
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Restitution. fresh is the magazine of the first, second and third generation of the African diaspora (Africa,
Europe, Caribbean, USA, Latin America) in Austria and other German speaking countries. One of the
focuses of the magazine is Art and Culture but we also focus on lifestyle, fashion, studying, traveling and
business as perceived by Austrians of African origin and its Diaspora.

The Weltmuseum Wien is an ethnographic museum and houses some of the most important collections
of non-European cultures. https://www.weltmuseumwien.at/en/

Contact
Symposium-coordination: Email: office@afrieurotext.at / leitung.afrieurotext@afrieurotext.at
Telephone: 0043 650 7235099 / 0043 676 6800911
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